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HEALTH  SERVICES  AVAILABLE  TO  GREAT  .HARWOOD 


Divisional  Health 
Committee . 


Office  at  19,  St.  James  Street, 
Accrington.  Teles  Acc.4223 


Divisional  Medical 
Officer. 


Dr .R.C. Webster. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

County  Clinic. 

Child  Welfare 
Clinic , 

Health  Visitor. 


Mercer  Hall,  Great  Harwood. 
Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

High  Street,  Rishtono  1st.  & 
3rd.  Wednesday  each  month. 

Mercer  Hall,  Great  Harwood. 

All  day,  every  Wednesday. 
Immunisation  and  U.V.R.  by 
app  ointment . 

Miss, S. V. Hitchen.  S.R.N. , S. C.M. 
H. V, cert. 


District  Nurses.  Miss.Oldale,  S.R.N.  Queens  Nurse. 

Miss.Halliwell,  S.R.N. 

Midwife.  Mrs.Izatt,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N. 


For  the  following  services s - 


Day  Nurseries;  Domestic  Helps;  Mental  Health 
Service;  Accomodation  for  the  elderly  (not  sick) 
persons ; 

enquiries  should  be  made  at  the 
Divisional  Health  Office,  19,  St. James  Street,  Accrington, 


>\<  Jj<  >{c  i'fi  }{<  ij; 


Divisional  Education  Divisional  Medical  Officer 

Executive.  Dr . R. C. Webster . 


School  medical  routine  and  special  examinations. 

Minor  ailment  clinic  every  Friday  morning. 

Ophthalmic  and  Orthopaedic  Clinic  (by  appointment)  at 
Eight  Street,  Rishton. 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present 
the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  Great  Harwood. 

During  the  year  whooping  cough  was  prevalent, 
but  the  incidence  of  other  infectious  diseases  was  low. 

Infant  mortality  would  appear,  from  the  figures 
given,  to  have  risen  sharply,  but  this  is  really  due  to 
the  exaggerated  effect  of  small  fluctuations  when  the 
figures  themselves  are  small,  and  of  the  5 deaths  which 
occurred  in  the  year  it  will  be  seen  from  the  causes 
that  they  are  not  conditions  which,  in  the  present  state 
of  knowledge,  can  be  prevented.  The  fact,  therefore, 
that  no  infant  death  occurred,  which  might  have  been 
prevented,  is  a satisfactory  one  and  is  proof  of  the  care 
which  the  mothers  of  the  district  give  to  their  children. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  water  supply 
as  regards  methods  of  treatment  and  during  the  year  the 
anxiety  experienced  in  previous  years  has  been  relieved. 

It  is  scarely  satisfactory  to  note  that  the 
number  of  deaths  continues  to  exceed  the  number  of  births. 
As  I have  said  before  this  must  mathematically  mean  the 
extinction  of  the  town  or  at  very  least  its  considerable 
reduction  as  the  years  go  on.  It  is  true  that  to  some 
extent  this  may  be  masked  by  movements  into  the  town  since 
the  estimated  population  is  only  8 less  than  that  of  the 
1951  census,  but  this,  of  course,  cannot  go  on  indefinitely 
and  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  decline  in  population, 
of  a.ny  degree,  may  well  give  our  successors  many  problems, 
which  I need  not  detail. 

It  is  of  some  interest  to  note  that  neoplasms  of 
the  lung  and  bronchus  which  occurred  only  in  males  in 
Great  Harwood  constitute  the  greatest  single  number  of 
tumours.  Considerable  attention  has  been  focused  on  these 
tumours  in  recent  years  and  many  authorities  suggest  that 
they  are  associated  with  cigarette  smoke.  This,  however, 
is  not  proved,  and  the  arguments  put  forward  have  been 
subjected  to  considerable  criticism.  Some  indeed  say  that 
traffic  fumes  may  be  an  important  factor.  However , while 
our  knowledge  on  these  matters  is,  as  yet,  quite  limited, 
it  is  interesting  to  notice  ho?;  these  causes  of  death  have 
become  increased  problems.  At  the  same  time  a balanced 
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outlook  on  the  matter  is  necessary  since  \io  must  never 
forgot  that  death  is  inevitable  for  everyone. 

I v^/ish  to  thank  Mr.  Wa lms ley  and  his  staff  and 
the  Clerk  for  their  help  throughout  the  year,  and  I wish 
particularly  to  thank  the  Health  Department  staff  for 
the  considerable  amount  of  work  they  have  put  in  in  the 
preparation  of  this  Report. 

I thank  you  Mr.  Chairman  and  the  Committee  for 
your  continued  interest  in  the  health  of  Great  Harwood  and 
in  all  health  problems, 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.C. WEBSTER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


GENERAL 


Area  in  acres 

• 9 • 

..  2,868 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

at  the 

end  of  1954  

0 0 0 

..  3,811 

Rateable  value . 

• 49 

£68,306 

Sum  represented  by  a penny 

r at  e . 

. . £264 

Population  at  1951  census 

0 0 9 

..10,738 

Estimated  population  for  1954... 

if  if  if  :|c  * * * if 

. .10,730 

CHIEF  INDUSTRIES  IN 

THE  ar: 

n A. 

2;ii. 

The  principal  industries  are  cotton,  rayon,  and  chenille 
weaving,  light  engineering  trades,  footwear  manufacturing 
mattress  manufacturing,  coated  felts,  and  food  packing. 


.-;t  * * if  $ if  if  * if 
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SUMMARY  OR  VITAL  STATISTICS, 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Male  Female 

Total, 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

56  . . 77 

_!  - JL 

..  133 

. . 

Total 

°l 

col 

• 

• 

SI 

. . 13Z 

Liv-e  Birth  rate  per  1, 

000  estimated  population 

Crude 

Adjusted  ... 

9 0 9 

0 0 0 

12.8 

14.3 

❖ *.< 

^ j);  s'fi  5}c  >|< 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

2 1 
Nil  . . Nil 

3 

. . Nil 

Total 

2 . . 1 

. . _J__ 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  , . 21 
Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  est,  population..  Oj.28 


DEATHS 

Male  Eemalc  Total 


Deaths  . . 80  , . 79  159 

Deo.th  rate  por  1,000  estimated  population. 

Crude.  ...  ...  14,8 

Adjusted.  ...  ...  13.2 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ..  11.3 
(England  and  Wales) 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


Inf  ants  under  the  age  of  one  year  % 

Male  Female  Total. 

Legitimate  ..  Nil  ..  5 •»  5 

sjt  jjt  4:  * sjc  v # * 


N.B,  Particulars  of  deaths  of  infants  under  A weeks. 
AGE  CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


1 

Female. 

1 

Cj 

rcs 

Extreme  prematuritv 

1 

Female. 

2 

days 

Extreme  prematurity. 

1 

Female. 

1 

week 

Multiple  congenital  abnormalities 

1 

Female . 

2 

days 

Premat ur ity . 

1 

Female. 

1 

w e ek 

Cardiac  failure. 

Atrial  septal  defect. 
Pneumonia 


>jj  ;|s  * * $ 
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Comparative  Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates. 
Analysis  of  Mortality  and  Maternal  Mortality,  in 
the  year  1954. 


— 

England 

& 

Wales, 

GREAT 

HARWOOD 

! 

Rates  per  1 

,000  Civilian 

BIRTHS. 

Population. 

Live  Births. 

15.2 

14.30 

Still  Births. 

0.36 

0.28 

23.4  (a) 

21.00  (a) 

DEATHS  o 

All  causes. 

11.3 

13.20 

Tuberculosis  (all forms) 

0.18 

0.18 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

2.04 

2.42 

Lung  & Bronchus. 

0.37 

0.55 

Other  cancer. 

1.67 

1.87 

Maternal  Mortality. 

0.69 

0.00 

Infant  Mortality. 

25.50(b) 

36.50  (b) 

Neo-natal  mortality. 

17.7  (b) 

36.50  (b) 

NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected) 

t 

Typhoid  Fever. 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever. 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococcal  Infect  En 

0.03 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever. 

0.96 

0.46 

Whooping  Cough, 

2.39 

3.72 

Diphtheria. 

0.00 

0.00 

Erysipelas. 

0.12 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles. ‘ 

3.32 

1.67 

Pneumonia. 

0,60 

0.37 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & 
P/Encephalitis, 

0.04 

0.00 

Paralytic . 

0.03 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning. 

0.20 

0.00 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

0.28(a) 

0.00  (a) 

i 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still  Biiths) 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  Live  Births, 
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ACTUAL  NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS . 
1944  - 1954 


DEATHS 

BIRTHS 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male. 

- 

Female* 

, 

Totalj 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

i 

_ i 

Tuberculosis,  others. 

1 

1 

2 

Syphilitic  diseases. 

— 

Diphtheria. 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough. 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections. 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis o 

— 

_ 

Measles. 

— 

~ 

— 

Other  infectious  & 

| parasitic  diseases. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

2 

3 

: Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 
Bronchus, 

6 

0 

6 

Mali gnant  ne  op 1 a sm , br e a st . 

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

— 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic 
neoplasms . 

6 

7 

13 

| Leukaemia,  alukaemia. 

— 

— 

1 Diabetes. 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system. 

14 

8 

22 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

12 

7 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart 
disease . 

3 

4 

7 

Other  heart  diseases. 

12 

27 

39 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

3 

1 

4 

Influenza. 

— 

— 

Pneumonia. 

3 

— 

3 

Br onchitis . 

5 

3 

8 

Other  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system. 

~ 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

2 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  & 
Diarrhoea. 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 

- 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

3 

- 

3 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 
Abortion. 

MB 

Congenital  malformation 

- 

2 

2 

Other  defined  & ill  defined 
diseases 

3 

13 

16 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

l 

- 

1 

i All  other  accidents. 

1 

2 

3 

1 Suicide. 

1 

- 

1 

| Homicide  & operations  of  war. 

— 

— 

— ‘ 

i 

80 

—22—. 

— 
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MONTHLY  ANALYSIS  OF _ DEATHS. 


MONTH . 

Actual 
Deaths 
in  Gt. 
Harwood 

111  1 1 ' 

Transfers 

NET 

DEATHS  FOR 

GT  .HARWOOD 

IN 

_ 

OUT 

Number 

Total  ■ 

t 

i 

Rate  per  ! 

1,000'  i 

pop/n,  j 

j 

i 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

?J 

M 

F 

i 

January. 

7 

7 

4 

3 

- 

" ”T 

ii  i 

10 

21 

| 

23.5  j 

Febr uary. 

3 

8 

2 

3 

- 

5 ! 

k 

11 

16 

g 

17.8 

Mar  c h . 

3 

6 

2 

1 

- 

7 ! 

7 

14 

15.6 

April. 

2 

6 

1 

3 

- 

- 

i 

3 j 

9 

12 

13.4 

May . 

6 

4 

4 

1 

- 

- 

10  i 

5 

15 

16.7 

J une . 

4 

3 

1 

2 

- 

- 

j 

5 1 

j 

5 

10 

11.1 

J uly . 

4 

7 

1 

- 

— 

5 i 

8 

13 

14.5 

August . 

1 

3 

7 

-7 

3 

8 ! 

6 

14 

15.6 

September . 

4 

1 

5 > 

5 

10 

11.1 

October . 

5 

3 

2 

“ 

- 

! 

7 i 

3 

10 

11.1 

November. 

4 

4 

- 

2 

- 

- 

4 I 

6 

10 

11.1 

December . 


7 

. 

-7 

2 

2 

- 

_ 

9 ! 

5 

15 

i 

16.7 

Totals. 

52 

58 

27 

22 

-- 

— r 

79 

80 

159 

14.8  Ave: 

1 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

of  the 

H E A L T H SERVICE 

s 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES . 


All  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  work 
for  the  Health  Deportment  is  carried  out  at  Blackburn 
Royal  Infirmary.  I wish  to  thank  Dr. Spink  and  his 
staff  for  their  assistance  and  advice  during  the  year. 
Sputum  examinations  for  Tuberculosis  were  carried  out 
at  the  dispensary  situated  in  Accrington. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE . 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  No. 5 
Health  Division  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  Two 
ambulances  and  one  sitting  case  car  are  available  for 
the  district.  The  ambulance  station  is  day-manned, 
and  night-calls  are  dealt  with  by  the  ambulance  station 
at  Accrington. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 


The  Home  Help  service  is  administered  by 
the  Divisional  Health  Authority. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE . 

A wee kly  clinic  is  held  at  the  Mercer  Hall 
for  children  under  5 years,  and  a pre-natal  clinic  is 
held  once  a fortnight.  The  duties  are  under  the  control 
of  the  Divisional  Health  Authority. 

DAY  NURSERIES. 


There  is  one  day  nursery  in  the  town, 
administered  by  the  Divisional  Health  Authority, 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


114  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  1 sample  being  unsatisfactory. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 


o f 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


TUBERCULOSIS o 


The  administration  is  carried  oat  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
and  co-opcration  is  maintained  through  the  Public 
Health  Department.  Disinfection  of  articles  and  premises 
is  carried  out  when  necessary. 

7 cases  wore  removed  from  the  register 
during  the  year,  the  causes  of  removal  being  as  follows s- 


Doaths  from  other  causes.  ..  1 
Diagnosis  not  confirmed  ..  1 
Recovered  ..2 
Removed  . . . . 3 


1 

' 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS . 

N on- 

Non- 

Ages. 

Re  sp . 

Resp. 

Re  sjD , 

Resp . 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

1 

2 

5 

10 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

i 

20 

— 

25 

35 

45 

1 

2 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 

65 

75  & 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

unwards 

. .. 

Total 

1 

2 

1 

— 

_ ..J 

Restored  to  register.  1 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (non-notif ied) . . 2 
Number  of  cases  on  register  at  3-L.123-  **59 

Resp iratory . N on-Re  sp ir  a t ory 


_M  F Total 
22  18  40 


M F ' Total 
7 12  19 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
infectious  diseases  notified. 


Total 

Death, 

Measles 

18 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough. 

40 

. . Nil 

Pneumonia. 

4 

3 

Scarlet  Fever. 

5 

Nil 

£ t'fi  :{<  sj;  j’c  sjs  # :'fi  >Je  >\< 


DIPHTHERIA 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  during 
the  year.  The  diphtheria  immunisat i on  administration 
is  carried  out  by  the  Divisional  Health  Authority. 

* * * :!<  * * * * * * 
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GREAT  HARWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


❖ ❖ * * 


REPORT 


of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


and 


CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

of 

FOOD 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  slaughter  of  pigs  is  carried  out  at  a 
private  slaughterhouse,  and  the  following  table  presents 
a report  of  the  activities  during  the  year. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Number  killed.  ...  . . . 

Number  inspected.  ...  . . . 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis i 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 


3318 

3318 

Nil 


Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned.  ...  . . 68 


Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis.  ...  ...  2.0% 


Tuberculosis  onl.v ; 

Whole  carbases  condemned.  ...  ..  3 


Carcases  of  vi/hich  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned,  ...  . , 53 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

with  tuberculosis  ...  ..  1.7% 

* # * >!«  * * si!  * * * * * sis  ❖ 


UNSOUND  POOD 


Dried  Milk  ...  ...  ..  30  Ik. 

Tinned  Boiled  Ham..  ...  ...  ..  9 Ik* 

Tinned  Milk.  ...  ...  ..  8 

Tinned  Pruit  Sc  Vegetables.  ...  ..  92 

Tinned  Meat.  ...  ...  ..  21 

Tinned  Pish.  ...  ...  ..  5 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


Number  of  farms.  ...  ..15 

Ungraded  Producers 7 

Accredited  Producers.  ..  2 

!T  „.T  ’Producers  ...  .,  6 

* * * * * :'r  <<  # * * ;*c  * * 


MILK  SAMPLES  - 21  Samples  were  taken  for  the  follow- 

ing tests s- 


r 

Methylene 
Blue  Test. 

Phosphatase 

Test. 

Tubercle 

Bac illi 

Test . 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

m 

ct 

Unsat . 

Neg. 

Pos^. 

' T . T ' . 

8 

1 

9 

Accredited. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Ungraded. 

6 

2 

— 

— 

8 

- 

Pasteurised. 

5 

- 

- 

— 

5 

- 

18 

5 

— 

— 

21 

i 

* # * * >!*  * # * Sjs  * * * 


ICE  CREAM  REGULATIONS. 


Manufacturers  (hot  mix)  ...  2 

Manufacturers  (cold  mix)...  Nil 
Vendors  (shops  etc.)  ...  55 
Hawker s . ...  ...  1 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Raw  Water  Samples. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  ...  45 

Chemical  Analyses.  ...  1 

Treated  Water  Samples. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  ...  170 

Chemical  Analyses.  ...  2 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING 


The  Lancashire  County  Council  sampling 
officers  took  the  following  samples  daring  the  year,  in 
addition  to  42  samples  of  milk. 


Dates.  , . . ...  1 
Sardines,  canned.  ...  1 
Fish,  canned.  ...  1 

Sago . ...  ...  1 

Gelatine . ...  ...  1 
Oxo . ...  ...  1 

Mar Mite . ...  ...  1 
Bovril  . ...  1 
Mixed  Spice,  ...  1 
Ginger,  ground.  ...  1 
Invalid  Bovril  ...  1 
Camphorated  oil  ...  1 
Tapioca.  ...  ...  1 
Cooking  fat . ...  1 


All  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the 
County  Analyst  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
f ollowing  s- 

SAMPLE.  RESULT  OF  ANALYSIS  ACTION  TAKEN 


1 Sardines,  canned.  Tin  300  parts  per 

million. 


No  stock 
remaining. 


1 Tapioca. 


Consisted  of  sago  Vendor 

notified. 


s|<  >je  >1<  ^ sj:  >!:  * >!=  # >!<  =!<  * * 
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STORAGE,  SALE  AND  PREPARATION  OF  FOOD. 


Number  of  food  premises,  and  type,  at  the  end 
of  the  years 


General  Grocers.  ...  44 

Greengrocers  (including 

sale  of  fish)  .. , . 16 

Fishmonger.  ...  ,1 

Butchers.  ...  14 

Tripe.  . . i 3 

Confectioners.  ...  34 

Fish  and  Chip  ...  13 

Ice  Cream.  ...  35 

Number  of  registered  premises; 

Ice  Cream.  ...  35 

Meat  preparation  etc.  . . 14 


* $ * * :Jc  * * * * * * * # * 
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HOUSING 


The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954-  came 
into  operation  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Many  enquiries  were  received  regarding  the  application 
of  the  Act  but  it  has  now  become  apparent  that  the  new 
legislation  is  not  having  the  desired  effect  of  improving 
tenanted  dwellings.  Applications  for  3 certificates  of 
disrepair  were  made,  and  3 were  granted.  Many  houses 
require  at  least  £^0  repairs  expenditure  before  the  owner 
can  raise  the  rent  a few  shillings  per  week,  and  in  the 
circumstances  landlords  are  leaving  the  Act  severely  alone. 

The  problem  of  dealing  with  the  unfit  house 
has  not  been  made  easier  with  the  new  legislation  and  the 
only  solution  is  action  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Act  1936  and  the  carrying  out  of  work  in  default.  If 
the  housing  repair  programme  is  intensified  it  may  be 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  raise  a loan  for  work  done 
in  default,  as  many  owners  are  finding  it  impossible  to 
pay  for  the  extensive  repairs  required. 

During  the  year  3 houses  were  scheduled  for 
demolition  and  10  houses  were  demolished,  No  new  dwellings 
were  erected  by  the  Council  and  8 dwellings  were  built 
privately. 

* * # * S><  4 si!  >Sc  * 4 4 4 4 S(S  :|j  $ 4 4 
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UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES 


1 (a)  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts.  ...  ...  161 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  33 8 

2 (a)  Number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925.  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  10 

3 (a)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  such  a state 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation...  ...  3 

(b)  Number  of  houses,  excluding  3 (a)  above, 
found  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation.  ...  ...  ...  56 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 

officers.  ...  ...  ...  51 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS . 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9»  10  and  16,  of  the 
Housing  Act.  1936s 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  service 
of  formal  notices  were  rendered  fit. 


(a)  By  owners.  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners..  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Actss- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied.  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices s 

(a)  By  owners.  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners..  Nil 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
of  the 


DISTRICT 


(1) 


SMOKE  POLLUTION  - 1954- 
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ATMOSPHERI C POLLUT I ON . 


A standard  deposit  gauge  was  erected  in  May 
and  the  results  are  shewn  on  page  22a  in  this  report. 

The  amount  of  S . Q4.  gave  rise  to  the  necessity  of  further 
investigation  and  the  removal  of  a galvanised  wire 
guard  around  the  gauge  bowl  resulted  in  the  reduction 
of  the  S.O4  content.  The  gauge  bowl  is  situated  in 
the  town  centre  and  the  results  of  the  analysis  compare 
very  favourably  with  the  surrounding  authorities. 


SANITARY  ACCOMODATION . 

51  waste  water  closets  were  converted  during 
the  year,  1 pail  closet  was  converted,  and  3 pail 
closets  were  discontinued  by  demolition  orders  becoming 
operative.  There  are  1,974-  waste  water  closets  in  the 
district.  15  pail  closets  are  situated  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town  and  are  emptied  weekly. 

FACTORIES. 


There  are  95  factories  on  the  register,  and 
62  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  Sanitary 
accomodation  called  for  the  most  attention,  and  informal 
action  only  was  required  to  remedy  the  defects. 

RODENT  CONTROL . 

A part-time  rodent  operator  is  employed,  and 
the  following  details  show  the  amount  of  work  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

Properties  inspected.  ...129 
Rat  infestation  found.  ...  40 
Mice  infestation  found.  ...  39 

In  addition,  tips,  river  banks,  etc.,  were 
treated  for  rat  infestation,  and  a full  sewer  maintenance 
treatment  was  undertaken.  Extensive  use  is  being  made 
of  "Warfarin”  poison  bait  and  the  results  have  been  very 
satisfactory. 
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TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS, 


There  axe  only  a few  caravans  sited  in  the 
district  and  only  2 are  used  as  permanent  dwellings. 
There  is  no  authorised  camping  site  in  the  district. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
two  9 cubic  yard  side  loading  vehicles.  Gully  emptying 
is  carried  out  by  a 500  gallon  mechanical  Gully  emptier, 
and  this  machine  has  been  loaned  to  neighbouring 
authorities.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  and  the  tipping  facilities  are  adequate  for  a 
number  of  years. 


SALVAGE. 


YEAR 

Tons. 

cwt . 

qrs. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Av’ge  ton 
per  month 
t ons . cwt . 

1954 

152 

14 

2 

828 

2 

10 

11 

1 

1955 

109 

3 

1 

599 

0 

0 

9 

1 

1952 

98 

9 

3 

980 

16 

7 

8 

4 

1951 

137 

1 

3 

2,023 

0 

0 

11 

8 

Jfi  >;c  # -r  £ >r  & J'i  ^ >>  ^ ^ % 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

PUBLIC  HEJiLTH  AND  HOUSING  ACT . 

HOUSING  DEFECTS. 

Inspections.  ...  . .,  ...  ...  105 

Revisits.  87 

SUNDRY  DEFECTS. 

Inspections.  56 

Revisits.  ...  90 

Overcrowding.  Nil 

Verminous  Premises Nil 

GENERAL 

Accumulations.  57 

Drainage.  ...  161 

Defective  bins,  47 

Public  conveniences 4 

Rats  and  Mice 59 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal.  ...  41 

Salvage , ...  ,0,  ...  ...  9 

Schools,  ...  ...  ...  ,0.  18 

Shops , ...  ...  ...  ...  7 8 

Smoke  observations.  22 

Miscellaneous 168 

PACT PRIES . 

Inspections.  ...  ...  40 

Revisits.  ...  ...  22 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

Inquiries.  ...  16 

Disinfections ...  18 

FOOD  PREMISES, 

Bakehouses.  ...  37 

Butchers,  ...  37 

Dairies.  ...  10 

Fish  Fryers.  25 

Farms.  24 

Ice  Cream.  6 

Market  Stalls.  ...  12 

Cafes.  ...  ...  ...  16 

Unsound  Food.  29 
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CLEANSING-  SERVICE 


Table  showing  costs  for  the  .year  ending  31st  March  1955. 


Item 

1 

i 

| Particulars. 

i 

! 

! 

t 

j Refuse  collect- 
1 ion  inc;  Night 

1 soil  removal. 

i 

! 

j Refuse 
j disposal 

i 

i 

1 

Salvage 

Street  Cleansing 
inc:  Gully  clean- 
ing. Street  sweep- 
ing - District, 

A 

; Gross  Expenditure 

£3,170 

1 £668 

! 

£621 

£773 

B 

Gross  Income. 

| 

£'  OOA 

Nil 

£967 

Nil 

C 

Net  Cost. 

£3,066 

j £668 

£3A6  C.R. 

Nil 

L_  „ 

D. 

Net  cost  per  1,00 
1,000  houses  or 

premises. 



£ 166 

1 

£167 

l 

Nil 

j 

Nil 

; 

, j 

E 

Net  cost  per 

1,000  population 

vo 

CO 

CM 

£ 62 

Nil 

Nil  i 

1 

P 

4 

Net  cost; 
equivalent  rate 
in  the  £. 

11. 6d. 

| 

2.5d, 

Nil 

2.  2d 

c * 

G j 



Percentage  of  F 
to  total  rates 
in  the  £ -23/Ad 

a.  y+% 

i 



.Q9fo 

Nil 

1.0% 

l 

! 
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